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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON DELEGATED LEGISLATION 
Third Report — “Procedures for dealing with consequential amendments to delegated legislation 

following enactment of primary legislation” — Tabling 
HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [10.13 am]: I am directed to present the third report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation entitled “Procedures for dealing with consequential 
amendments to delegated legislation following enactment of primary legislation”. 
[See paper 752.] 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: The report that I have just tabled advises the house of an administrative arrangement 
between the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation and the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office. The 
arrangement facilitates more efficient coordination and delivery of explanatory memoranda from government 
agencies to the committee, in limited circumstances. Occasionally, the enactment or amendment of primary 
legislation will necessitate consequential amendments to a suite of statutory instruments, including delegated 
legislation. Some such amendments may simply replace old terminology or update references to statutory 
definitions. In some circumstances, these consequential amendments affect delegated legislation administered by 
a diverse range of government agencies. Under the usual procedures outlined in Premier’s Circular 2014/01, 
explanatory memoranda would have to be produced by the various affected agencies for every amending 
instrument, all signed by the relevant ministers and chief executive officers. The committee and the PCO have 
come to an administrative arrangement whereby, in these limited scenarios, the affected agencies are able to supply 
explanatory memoranda to the committee under modified procedures. 
In essence, it has been agreed that, in circumstances in which the passing of primary legislation results in 
consequential amendments to instruments of delegated legislation administered by agencies other than the one 
responsible for the new legislation, the committee will accept explanatory memoranda signed by the chief 
executive officer of that responsible agency, acting in a coordinating role on behalf of other agencies and signed 
or initialled by the minister for that responsible agency. Under the arrangement, the PCO and/or the responsible 
agency should advise the committee’s staff, either in advance or in the relevant explanatory memorandum, when 
explanatory material is being supplied pursuant to the arrangement. The committee entered into similar 
arrangements with the PCO in the thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth Parliaments. The arrangement has evolved over 
the years and the report informs the Parliament of the terms of the current arrangement. 
I commend the report to the house. 
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